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A fair tide is a tidal current that helps increase the speed of a vessel to move in the direction it wishes to go. 
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My brother, Steve, and sister–in–law, Anne, were visiting over the holidays. They moved out to the San Francisco area 10 years 
ago and this year was their turn to visit us during the holiday season. Anne is very active helping the homeless population in the 
San Francisco area. So when I became the Executive Director of Fair Tide, she was very interested in my work and eager to hear 
all about our program. I've kept her informed through phone calls and by sending her our bi-annual newsletter.

When they came for the holidays, I was very excited to show Anne the program that she had 
been hearing about. We started out at the thrift store where she loved the eclectic offerings 
and happily bought a couple of household items. I told her that I would take her to see our 
house that was just a short drive from the store.

We then began the drive from State Road up Government Street to our transitional housing 
property on Wentworth Street. As we waited for the light to change before turning onto 
Government Street, I told Anne that up the hill was a business called Autoworks and that 
the owner Steve Kosacz had taught our residents basic auto maintenance skills as part of Fair 
Tide’s bi-monthly life enrichment series. 

As we discussed Fair Tide's enrichment program, I was soon able to point out both Cacao 
Chocolates and Red Door Pottery Studio, where each of the owners had conducted classes 
for our residents, Cooking on a Budget and Clay Sculpture, respectively. I then pointed out the 
Second Christian Congregational Church where Brad Hirst, Fair Tide’s Board Vice Chair, 
is pastor. I had renewed pride in my involvement with Fair Tide and was reminded how much 
the Kittery community has embraced and supported our work.

By the time we reached downtown I was happily telling Anne that Tulsi, Anneke Jans, 
Papers Inc., D.Pratt Framer, Chef’s Cove Cafe and Sandy Domina’s Real Estate were all 
businesses that generously supported Fair Tide’s annual auction. As we waited for the light to 
change downtown, I told Anne that Fair Tide was one of 40 nonprofits in Maine awarded a 
$5,000 grant from Bank of America as part of their “nonprofit making a difference in the 
community” campaign. This was due to the local Kittery branch manager's recommendation.

After visiting the house on Wentworth Street we returned via Walker Street to the thrift store. On the way back we passed Just Us 
Chickens Gallery, where founder and board member Debby Ronnquist and Muriel Durgin, Board Chair, are members.   
             Road Trip continued on page 3

ROAD TRIP: FAIR TIDE STYLE

"Needless to say Anne 
was most impressed. 

I came away thinking
that our brief road trip 

was the best way of 
showcasing the 

community’s involvement 
and investment in 

Fair Tide’s success."

(Joe Galli, Fair Tide Executive Director, shares a wonderful experience.)


